Approved For Release 2001/07/28 : CIA-RDP61S00527A000200140074-0

Foreign Trasde of Czechoslovakis

Sinca the 1948 coup, the forelgn tralds of Caschoslovikia
boe &bled In value snd has wd
the Bloo =nd in partioulsr the UBER. hereas in 1958 the Bioe

seeounted for 30¢ of total trads, today 1t is responsible for
about 65% of Czech trade. The USSR is the chief trading portner,
trede with western nations declined ofter 1548 and resched s
low of 2% in 1953 but hus recovered in the pest three yesurs
lorgely o5 o resmit of Incressed trods with underdeveloped Frec
worid emntﬁeié— hhider Commnist control incressing esmphesis has
been placed on the development of heavy industry vhich hes crected
& groving capebililty for exporting sochinery snf equipsent. Ry
1956 this cotegory reprosentsd k0% of Csech exports. (Cszech
writers thenselves characterize thelr couwatry s# hoving Leen

The moet significent recent develogments in the trde fleld
are e Cpoch interests in exprnding thelr vestern trsde aod in
prosoting epeclalisetion smomg Eloo comtyies. Ozsch eoonoadsts
srgue thet esponding trade with the vest will enchle Czechoslova-
kis t0o be the first Bloc country to pateh western stondoxds of

Uving. Also, they have been arguing -t futre-Rloe confersnces that
sxisting inefficiencies nd &uplication of effort sust be elininuted
AT the Hioe =z 2 vhole is to enjoy the frulis of division of Lobor
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